
W W W . M A R V I N S T U D I O . C O M

MA
RV

IN
 P

. B
AX

TE
R 

Many chemicals stay on our clothes after leaving the factories. Tests done on many

of the garments we wear reveal traces of toxic dyes and carcinogenic compounds

that can be absorbed through the skin and cause cancer, allergies, rashes, and

reproductive and respiratory problems. Ingredients known to be linked to cancer

can be found in over 1/3 of our garments.  

 

Children under the age of 12 are particularly vulnerable and no one is regulating

the chemicals that come into this country on our clothes. Personal care and

beauty products use about 12,000 different chemicals, and nearly 90% of them

have never been assessed for their impact on long-term health. Chemical

ingredients, for which there is no safety information publically available, are found

in almost every product on the market.  

 

The EU has phased out 1,300 chemicals, almost 1,300 more than the US. As a

result, multinational brands have different formulations for products made in

Europe and north America for the same brand. 

 

The use of water in conjunction with chemicals in the fashion industry is alarming.

It takes over 2,720 liters of water to make a t-shirt, which is how much one person

normally drinks in 3 years. Overall, 2.6% of all global water consumed is used for

growing cotton. It is no surprise that the clothing industry is the second-largest

polluter of clean water in the world.  

 

Pollution and natural resource management have become major concerns in

these communities. According to the Worldwatch Institute, 705 of China’s lakes

and rivers are contaminated, leaving little to no fresh water for people who rely on

it. 
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8,000 is the estimated number of synthetic chemicals used worldwide to turn raw

materials into textiles. From India to Texas, the business of growing cotton is an

especially dirty one.  

 

91% of conventional cotton uses GMO seeds, with a majority controlled by GM

giant Monsanto. This scenario both locks farmers into costly contracts, while

forcing them to engage in heavy pesticide use.  

 

16% of all pesticides and herbicides consumed worldwide are used on cotton

alone with only 2.5% of cultivated area worldwide - more than for any other plant.  

 

This chemical use and waste mismanagement in fields and factories directly affect

the health of farmers and communities. 47% of chemicals used in cotton farming

are classed as having “possible,” “likely,” “probable or “known” human carcinogens.  

 

According to WHO, approximately 200,000 people are dying each year due to

pesticide poisoning. Communities around these fields have seen a dramatic rise in

birth defects and mental illnesses.  

 

Industrial waste is a major problem. Hazardous chemicals from dying fabric and

finishing contribute to up to 20% of worldwide industrial water pollution.  

 

Greenpeace identified over 17,000 chemicals that are used in the manufacturing

of our clothes. Only 45% of these are regulated under certain international,

regional or national  something being done, or a place where I can find more

information about your chemical management policies, please let me know as

well.  
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